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Notice No.0327 Article 1 of the Environmental Health and Food Safety

March 27, 2017 '

To: Head of each quarantine station

From: Director of the Environmental Health and Food Safety,
Pharmaceutical Safety and Environmental Health Bureau
' ' (Seal omitted)

Development of Imported Foods Monitoring and Gu'idancévPlan for FY 2017

We appreciate the appropriate implementation of the nionitoﬁng plan based on the
Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan for FY 2016, as well as the
implementation of instruction of imported foods at the time of importation

Based on the implementation guidelines for monitoring and guidance on food
sanitation (Notification No. 301 of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, 2003),
the government developed the Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan in FY
92017 (hereinafter referred to as “the Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan for
FY 2017”), as described in Annex 1, under paragraph 1, Article 23 of the Food
Sanitation Act (Act No. 233 of 1947). The Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance
Plan for FY 2017 is a plan concerning the monitoring and guidance of imported foods,
additives, equipment, containers and packages and toys by the national government
which was published in an-official gazette in accordance with paragraph 3 of the same

Article.



Annex

,Importe_d_ Foods M_onitoring and Guidanee Plan for FY 2017

The total number of unport notrﬁcatlons ﬁled for foods addrtlves equlpment, containers and

packages and toys (heremaﬂer collectlvely referred toas "foods") imported into Japan for the purpose

of marketing or any other commercial purposes durlng FY 2015 are about 2.26 million and their

import weight reached 31. 9 million tons. Meanwhile, in accordance with the Food Balance Sheet by
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and F 1sher1es the food self- suﬂicxency ratio (food
self-sufficiency ratio based on the total calonﬁc value supplled) of our country stands at about 40%,

- and this means that, on calone basis, about 60% of food supplres in Japan depends on supplres from
other countries.

In light of these 51tua‘uons surroundmg foods rmported mto Japan in FY 2016 the mestry of Health,
Labour and Welfare (heremafter referred to as ‘the MHL ) and quarantme stahons have expanded
and enhanced their. systems for mspectlon on lmportatron_ of. foods by upgradmg the testmg and other
equ1pment and.. thereby have reinforced . the mspectron .and gurdance upon mportatron mciudmg

' monltormg mspectlon* -and mspectxon order* In addrtlon, w1th analm to prompt exportmg oountnes
1o take appropnate safety measures for foods to be, nnpoxted to Japan, the MHLW and quaxantme

stations systematrcally carried out surveys on the regulatlons and systems conoemmg food safety bemg "

implemented by exporting countries (hereinafter referred to as a “system survey”) and also oonducted
consultations and surveys on individual issues with exportmg oountnes In addrtlon to these eﬁ'orts, the
MHLW and :quarantine stations carried out on-site - mSpectwns about the safety eontrols bemg
urplemented by exporting countries w1th relation to: bovme spongrform encephalopathy (heremafter
referred to as "BSE"), etc. : ' o 0 e !
According to the interim report publlshed in December 2016 about the results of the momtormgand

guidance based on.the Imported Foods Monitoring, and, Guidance Plan for FY 2016 the number of

import notifications ﬁled durmg the perlod from Aprll to September in 2016 is approxunately 1.16

million and.the rmport werght reached some 11. 87 million tons, and the number of mspectlons

conducted durmg the saf period amounted t0 98,000, out of wlnch 358 cases were found as v1olatmg

remaﬂcr refcrrcd to as

the Food Samtatlon Act (the Act No 233.0f, 1947 "

. figyres are prehmmary figures). . v » ; ‘ ;
In FY2017, while seekmg to further promote the above measures, the MHLW wrll upgrade the plan
tor monltormg mspectrons takmg into. con51deratxon the results of the momtonng mspectlons

) :conducted m FY2016 and at, the same time,, wrll revrew the mspccuon xtcms and others takmg mto

con51derat10n the results of mspecuons and guxdancc conductcd in pxcwous years as well as other'

' _vrelevant factors More specrﬁoally, the MHLW w111 stcadxly uuplemem momtormg mspectrons on
SIS, bas'd’on path_; gen alert mfo,mmuon from: oth countnes as_ vell as

- _‘.'pathogemc mrcroo,rg,

_g:;mspectxons on resrdual agncultural chermcals and othcrs in nccoxdance thh the SO- called Posxtrve’

"“"the Act")"( il or these o

» e



specrﬁcatlons an

"’(heremafter referred fo as productron process”) and w111 conduct oxtisrte i
countnes as necessary And at the sarie tnne “the MHLW w111 hold bneﬁng sessrons for:promoting

2 understandmg of

; other countnes and wﬂl remforce its monrtormg systcm in rcsponse to 1mport trends

for exj‘v ple, ‘thro eh system

inspected at éach time

List System and wrll review inspections item$ and others takmg into consrderatron the results of
system survey and violation data obtained from inspections conducted in previous years. .In paltlcular _

conéidering the level of violations conceming ‘the spe01ﬁcat10ns and’ standards for frozen processed
food products the MHLW will continue to place partlcular emphasrs on monitoring mspectlons ‘on
d standards for processed food products. Based on “such résults, the MHLW ‘will
direct importers to mtroduce at the stage of the productlon process in exportmg ‘countries, voluntary
safety controls by using the checkhst in accordance with the “Guidelines on Hyglene Control 6f
Import Processed F oods” (heremaﬁer referred to as the “Gurdehnes on Processed Foods”) attached to

the “Notrﬁcatlon concernmg the Guidelines on Voluntary Hyglene Control of Import Processcd ‘

: Foods”, FS Notification No. 0605001, dated June 5, 2008, issued by the Director General of the

Department of Food Safety, Pharmaceutlcal and Food Safety Bureau,” MHLW. Meanwhlle as

‘measures targeted to exportmg countrres the*MHLW will request the governments of exportmo

"'countrres to promote": afety measures durmg he stages of producuon manufacturmg and processmo

ectrons in’ exporting

0 food sanrtatron reoutatrons among - the' governments of exportmg counties as well

as the producers manufacturers and processors (heremafter referred ‘to :as-“producers, efc Z)zof

exportmg countrles
As for efforts to ensure Beef exports to Japan are free of BSE, throuch on-site inspections and

: mspectrons ‘on 1mportat10n the MHLW will contmue to have an eye on the 1evel of cornphance to

‘Further 'm hbht of economrc partnershrp agreemcnts mcludmg the Trans-Pacrﬁc Partnershlp

(TPP) the MHLW wrll remforce its mformatron gathctmg actrvmcs concemmg food sanrtatlon ine

azard

mcludmg surveys on the level ofmtroductlon oflhc HAC CP system.

he Act and of C onductmg necvasa!y measures s.uch as stren f

ex means that food pr oduct:; aw inghty pousible for vmlatlo‘ ‘
0] 1mport i accordance with the provisions of Parag,raph 2 0




the Act. e . :
*3 Posmve List System means the system to prohlbxt in prmcxple any foods oontammg

agricultural che_mrcals exceeding a certain level that is determmed to pose no adverse health effects.

1. Purpose

The purpose of the Plan is to promote the intensive, _effective and efficient monitoring and

guidance over .1mported foods, and thereby to further ensure the safety of rmported foods.

2. Effectlve perlod of the Plan

The Plan shall be effective from April 1,2017 to March 31 2018

3. Basic procedures f for the 1mp1ementat10n of monltormg and gurdance on 1mported foods

Tt is stipulated i in Artrcle 4 of the Food Safety Basw Act (the Act No. 48 of 2003) that the food
safety shall be ensured by taklng necessary measures appropnately at e@ch stage of the food
supply processes both in Japan and in other countrles Based on ﬂns vxewpomt, in order to
lsecure the safety - -of imported foods, the followmg measures are to be taken from the stage of

the productxon processes in exportmg countries up to the stage of the;r dlstnbutlon after

importation into the domestic market.

(1) Inorder to promote safety measures durmg the productlon processes in exportlng countries;:

the MHLW will provide information on our. food-safety regulatlons to embassres located in

Tokyo, importers, and the relevant government staffs and producers of exportmg countries

and will publish such- information on the website of the MHLW (heremaﬁcr simply referred
to as “the website?). In’ addmon to these efforts, the MHLW will hold bilateral drscussmns
with e\portmo countnes conduct on-s site inspections in cxporting countries, and provide

technical support to those countries.

@) If any vxolanon of the Act lS detected the MHLW will introduce ncccssary mc'lsurcs ‘such as
strengthening of mspe_ct;_ons on 1mponauon and at the same time, will publish the violation

case in accordance _\‘Iv_:i_tl}fntrc‘le 63 of the Act.

3 ,‘ThL MHILW wrll issye au oxdu fur wmprchcmwu import ban,on foods pmduoed in a Fpecifie

, counny or area_or by a specrﬁc produccr in accordance wnl\ the provisions of Paragmph 1,

.Artrcle 3 or Paragraph 1, Artlclc 17 of the Act if the MIILW considers such measures are

) mevrtable to prevent p0551b1e harm to the food sanitation in our eountry.



@ If an unporter has repeatedly violated the Act, the MHLW will provide necessary instructions

]
’ » to the importer in order to have the 1rnporter rectify the cause ‘of the vrolatron and should the.
~ - occasion demand, the MHLW will issue an order to prohrbrt or suspend the ‘business of the
importer in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 2, Article 55 of the Act (hereinafter

referred to as “the prohibition or suspension of the business of an importer™).

(5) Quarantine stations will carry out a check, based on import notification documents filed under
Article 27 of the Act, as to compllance with the Act including compliance with specifications
and standards relevant to foods (hereinafter referred as “the standards”) m accordance with the

provisions of Paragraph 1, Article 11 and Paragraph 1, Article 18 of the Act.

6) Quarantrne statrons will carry out monrtorrng mspectlons ina systematlc manner to ensure the

:extensrve monrtormg of varrous 1mported foods for the purpose of food safety

) In order to prevent possrble harm to’ the publrc health m tenns of food ‘sanitation, quarantine
' statrons wrll order mspectrons of rmported foods w1th a hrgh possrbrhty of violation of the Act

in accordance with the provrsrons of Paragraph 2or 3 Afticle 26 of the Act.

®) Quarantine stations will hold seminars. for and provide pre-import guidance to importers ol
order to encourage them to promote as one of their dutres as food busmess operator voluntary

safety controls

(9) When a vrolatron of the Aet has been 1dent1ﬁed quarantrne statrons wrll take necessary
measures such as ordermg the unporter to drscard reshrp or use for any other purpose than
human consurnptron (herernafter referred to'as “drscard ctc.”) and wrll drrect the rmporter to

provide a report on measures taken by the unporter to prevent the recurrence

(10) Aﬁer rmported‘foods are released mto Ihe domestrc markct local govemments s ch as the
o govemments of | prefectures as’ well as cmes and special wards with publlc health centers -

(heremafter referred to as “local govemments”) will be pl \ccd in charge of momtormg and -

T4l Mgﬁé}s r'elati'ng'{p."_cases requiring intensive monitoring and guidance in light of "‘c“onditionfs‘:in' s



producmg countries or areas and other factors:

f (1) Checks based on import . notrﬁcanons and other documents submrtted in accordanoe wrth the
: provrsrons of Artrcle 27 of the Act o

With: respect to a food for Wthh an import notification is ﬁled in accordance with the

provisions of Article 27 of the Act the quarantine station will confirm; (r) that the food does not

fall under any one of those mentioned in each item of Article 6, Paragraph 2 of Article 9, or

Article 16 of the Act; (i) that the food is not subjected to an import ban in accordance with the

provisions of Paragraph 1, Article 8 or. Paragraph 1, Article 17 of the Act (m) that additives

* contained in the food fall under those as set forth in the provrsrons of Amcle 10 of the Act; and

(iv) that the food is in comphance wrth the standards, by checkmg the unport notlﬁcatron

document filed by the importer of the food and as necessary, by checkmg any certificate

document issued by the govemment of the exportlng country and/or by askmg reports from the
rmporter, E ‘

®.

(2) Morntonng mspectron m accordance wrth the provrsrons of Paragraph 1, Artrcie 28 of the Act’
- The purposes of momtonng mspectrons to be conducted by quarantme statzons are to maintain
~the extensive momtormg of various nnported foods for the purpose of food safety as wellasto

introduce -appropriate measures, such as the strengthenmg of mspect:ron on nnportatton upon

- detection of any vrolatlon _

1) Development ofa MomtonngPlan o L ', P LB T
In order to ensure that momtormg mspectrons will be camed out in an mtensrve effective
and efficient manner, in pnncrple the MHLW w111 determme for each food group the
number of inspections to ‘be conducted for each mspectron 1tem stlpulated for the
monitoring inspection (heremafter referred to as, “the momtonng plan”) S0 that the a
violation will be dctected w1th a certam level of rehablhty from statlstrcal vwwpomt after
taking into account the v1olat10n rate the number of rmpoxt notrﬁcauons filed, the import

wcrght and potcntral rmpacts on the pubhc health that may be caused by a vrolatlon

In addmon in order to ensure the ste__;y 1mp1ementatxon of mspcclrons ‘of residual
agricultural chcmxcals based on the Posmve List System thc MHLW wrll take into account

the regulanons concerning agncultural chemrcals the status of therr use as well as cases of

detectron of agrrcultural chemrcals in other countrles
v ity to specrﬁcuuons mtd le\dmdﬁ for frozen

i« B urther, in hgh’c of cases of non—confo
' ..1.processed foods and other proce;__'_‘ed foo s, the MHLW will c(mtmuc to place particular

emphasrs on momtormg mspectrons of pi cessed foods 10 detect nonnoompliande with the

d will also; 1ntens1vely 'azry out mspectrons conccmxng pﬁthogeme microbes

Y

‘ "ch.,.ggl._;eip;_tg_rghgmgghagrc,',‘E,_ :c_o_h Salmonella and Listeria monocytopenes in view of the



emergences of those pathogenic mrcrobes in other countrles -
/ In addltron as for inspections concerning growth honnone about Wthh only small ‘number
of 1nspectrons have been conducted since no vrolatron has been detected so far ‘the MHLW
w1ll remforce the 1nspect10n system and will ensure approprrate number of mspectlons w111
be conducted ' o LT '
The momtorrng plan for FY 2017 is as shown in Schedule 1.

However the plan rnay be revrewed takmg 1nto consrderatton 1mport trends results of

i
i

—mspectrons—andsystem—surveys—and-mfoﬁnaﬁon—abeut food—related —health {lamages and-
recalls of unsamtary foods occumng in expomng countrles WO ST
2) Planned unplementatron of momtormg mspectrons : _
Each quarantme statlon will prepare its own annual plan for canylng out such number of
rnspectrons as the MHLW wrll assrgn to each of ther i in accordance w1th the number of
mspectrons detennmed in the monrtormg plan in- order to ensure the ‘systernatrc
1mplementatron of mspectrons S s
Meanwhlle as for foods subject ‘10 1nspectron order concemmg resrdual agncultural
chemreals monrtorrng mspectrons wrll be camed out 1n order to venfy the reliabllrty of the
'-conuol of resrdual aoncultural chemlcals etc. bemg unplernented in export-countries, since
:"there are possrbrlrtles that the control of resrdual agncultural chemiocals being conducted in

exporting countries may be 1nsufﬁcrent and that any change n agncultural chemicals used

:-1n exportmg countrres may oceur. and there i is also a possrblhty that agncultural chermcals

A oth:'r tha ’ those covered by the mspeu'tlon order rnay be contarned in the foods 1n excess of

» ‘"‘vstandard values _ '
' The MHLW wrll check the rmplementatlon of i mspectrons bascd on the momtormg plan and .

E provrde 1nstructrons to quarantrne statrons as necessary Should it be found drﬁlcult to, carry

out sta' on‘ by statron or- food group by food group mspectrons as planned due 'to any chanoe

‘the r‘ec'al'l"‘ot’ a food "or the emer'gence‘of a’’

tnes and othex couu(xies, ox when any food is




food as necessary.

- As for the reinforcement of inspections-of re51dual agncultural chemrcals in order tograsp . .

.- the level of the use;of the control over agricultural chemlcals, etc. by the exportmg country, -

the MHLW will carry out monitoring inspections on a highe_r proportion of imported foods -

concerned and for more inspection items so that violations may be detected with a certain -

level of reliability from statistical viewpoint.

In addition, in order to prevent any food vxolatmg the Act from human consumptlon the - -

MHLW will improve its inspection system so that mspectron results will be obtained in a.

shorter period of time.
4) Cancellation of strengthenmg of momtormg mspectlons

When the MHLW -determines that there is no Ionger a p0551b111ty that foods v1olat1ng the

sAct may be exported to our country, the normal momtormg system w111 be reinstated: by -

: ;cancehng the strengthemng of momtormg mspectlons in accordance w1th any- of the

Tfollowmg procedures i.orii: e : SR T
i. The exporting country has idéntified the cause of: the vrolatron, and based on the ﬁndmgs

preventlve measures have been mtroduced such as the formulatlon ofa new regulation, ."

the improvement of the control system of agrlcultural chemlca]s and the strengthenmg of
the inspection system. Then upon conﬁrrnatlon of the effect_lveness of such measures, the
strengthening of monitoring inspections may be cancelled; or o
ii.-When no violation of similar case is found after one year from the date on whlch the.
monitoring mspectlons were strengthened or after more than 60 cases were mspected, the

strengthening of monitoring inspections may be cancelled.

(3) Administrative .inspections other ‘than the monitoring inspection in accordance with the.
provisions of Paragraph 1, Amcle 28 of theAct |
In addition to mspectxons based on the momtormg plan, quarantine stations w111 .conduct
ted foods based on th

xmported mto Japan for the ﬁrst txme (heremafter referrcd to as “lhe mltlal unport’) when an

mspectlons on i

. accxdent_.has,oc_curred .=_dur1ng the transportation, or on any other occasions requiring

inspections.. - . ..

(4) Inspectron order m accordance wrth the provlslons of Paragraph 2 or 3, Aticle 26 of the Act
1) . Issuance of an 1nspectlon order e T
When the MHLW deems 1t necessary in order to prevent any harm to the food sanitation of

) ' _ food wrth a high possibility of vmlauon of the
ve the »“PP_-O“J‘C?‘, food inspected in accordance

rt- notlﬁcatxon documcms whcn they are -

B



-

Ay

with any one of the following procedures, i. or ii. :
Meanwhlle when the food is added to the list of foods subJect to inspection order, the

‘ MHLW will provide easy-to-understand information about the potentxal health hazards that

‘may be caused by the food.
i. When a harm to health has been caused or is possrbthty to be caused by the imported food

in the exporting country and/or .our country, or whetn a violation ‘of the "Act has been

' detected as a résult of the momtormo inspection of aﬂatoxm pathogenic microorganisms,

, “etc., the imported food manufactured by the same manufacturer processed by the same

processor, or imported from the same exporting country will be 1mmed1ately sub_]ected to an
inspection order. ' o

ii. When more than one v1oIatron has been detected with regard to residual - agrlcultural
chemlcals as a result of the momtonnc mspectlon of the imported food manufactured by the

same manufacturer processed by the s same processor or exported 'from the same counuy, all
pectlon order aﬁer taking

or part of the 1mported food in question will be sub_]ected to an Ins

into account the regulatlons and the: safety controls bemg unplemented in the exporting

k country, the historical comphance record of the 1mported food and other factors,

2)
" When the MHLW deterrnines that there is no longer a possibility that the food violating the

Cancellation of an mspectlon order

Act will be exported into-our country, the normal momtormg system will be reinstated by

, cancehng the i mspectron order in accordance with- any one of the followmg procedures L or

TR

: le»-,-nvlnspectron rder. may be cancel]ed o) A

" The exportmg countty has identifi ed the'cause of the violation; and based on the fmdmgs
.,preventlve measures have been introduced such as the formulatron of a new regulatlon the

' 'unprovement of the! control system of anrtcu]tuxal chemicals ‘and the strengthenmg of the

Inspection system Then upon conﬁnnatlon of the effectiveness of such measures through '

‘bilateral dlscussmns on-site mspectlons or mspcctlons on lmportatxon of the food the

i, As for foods subJect to mSpectlon order’ w:th rcspcct to rcsrdual agncultural chemlcals

etc it no new: v1oIat10n is detected durmg two year S from the date on which the most recent

vrolatxon was found after the date of the notification of an mspcctton order (or from the date

_of uouf eatrou of au mspectruu ordu 1if no violation has occurred since the datc of f‘uch o

’f'ﬂ_notlf catlon) or 1f there 1s’no' new vroldtmn during, one year from the sdrd datc and at thc' .

 same tlrne more than 300 cases have been lll‘-])t‘tf(*d based on' the mspectton order the




reliability from statistical viewpoint with respect to inspection items applicable to the
‘¢ -~ imported food and upon detection of any-violation, the food will be immediately subjected to

inspection order.

(5) Comprehensive import ban in ‘accordance with the provisions of Péxagraph 1,. Article 8 or
Paragraph 1, Article 17 of the Act | ' . |
As for an imported food produced in a specific country or area or by a specific business entity,
if the violation rate stands above approximately 5% of the overall number of the food inspected

and if it is highly likely that the importation of the violating food will continue taking into
consideration the level of the food sanitation control in the exporting country, the MHLW will
issue a ban on the importation of such food after cohsulting the Phartn_ag;éutical Affairs and
Food Sanitation Council, to the extent that such a ban is deemed Ainevi}t_ab‘l_c._in order to _pre\}ent

“potential food sanitation. problems taking into, consideratiozl_ the extent of damage tov____hurvhan

-health that may be caused by the food.

6) Emergencyﬂmeas_ures in response to alert information from oﬂwr‘.coun‘hfie_s.‘ 2B
FIn order to ensure. the Safety of imported foods, ﬂlé,l\/I_I-_E_LW ‘willlA'gat:he_f. iilfoijnatiOn on
food-safety problems occurring in-other countrigs through ré_levant ministries and agencies, the
National Institute' of. Health Sciences, the National Institute of Infectio;is- Diseases and the
governments of exporting-'countries and throﬁgh the International vFood ‘Safety ._Authorities
Network (INFOSAN) run by the World Health Organization (WHO) and will publish major
cases on the website. And if it s found through the search _,_that _thé vxolatmg food have véi‘_lrea‘dy
been imported into our country, the MHLW will ,inst‘r_uc_tv Quaréﬁtinc stations - or local
governments to invcsti_gate into fhe level of thc_ﬂdistributionf;ngi the stock status of t_ht;_'food in
Japan and also instruct thex_n to direct the impoﬁers to cahy out. ins‘pecti‘ons; the rég:_all, of the
food and/or any other approp;iéte measures. Tﬁe MHLW will also in‘stmt‘:tQua.rantine,stat_ions to

reinforcetheir inspections over the food ?nd;f.aublish.:?!.499(9@.?55 of ¢

implemented. -
5. Promotion of safety measures. in exporting couxitxies SR AT Y
T},"le; MHLW will promote -safety measures in g,_jS(poning countries through :ﬂ“? ‘_fqllo_wiqg‘ efforts
so that any violation of the Act may be prevebted at the stage of the pr‘odvu'lcbztio'n:: i)rocésscs in
‘»:exp.grtingcouxitt;ies.~ e : Mo g e
:~'.(1.) Di,ééerﬁ_iri';it@h!bf _ in_fdhnégidn', abbut the foq‘d-safcty rcgulations‘pfs our countryand .other
- relevantinformation ' it d n

e _Ih‘é-‘WLW"WiII;'providé on the website the Eij‘glish translation of the f(_j(}d-ﬁfsa_'f‘é.ty_rcguzlations of



Ly

"

our country, the lists of foods subject to inspection order or to-enhanced monitormg' inspection,

- this Plan as well as the results ‘of the monitoring and guidance conducted under the Plan with an
“aim to promote information dissemination. S

In addition, the MHLW -will strive to- communicate such mformatron w1de]y among the

government staff and producers -of -eXportmg countries by holding briefing séssions for the

relevant staff of embassies located in* Tokyo at the time of the revision of relevant  standards,

through seminars on food safety regulations organized by the Japan International Cooperation

Agency (JICA) as well as by holding explanatory meetings in exporting countries. - -

(2) Bilateral discussions and on-site inspections

“Not only with respect to import foods. subject to inspection order but also. with respect to

. unport “foods ‘with a’high possibility of violation of the ‘Act, the’ MHLW will ask, throuoh

" bilateral consultatlons and other opportunmes the governments of the expoxtmg ‘countries to

investigate mto the causes of the vrolatlons and to take correctrve acfrons based ‘on the results,

~ and thereby will strive to promote the nnplementatlon of safety controls durmg the stage of the

productron processes, the enhancement ‘of momtormg systems and ‘the introduction -of
’ pre—export mspectlons 1n the exportmg ‘countries.
‘Meanwhile, in order to encourage exporting countries to promote the safety measures for-foods

‘exported 'to'J‘apa’n' the MHLW ‘will ‘gather information and ‘conduct on-site inspections in a

"'systematrc manner by placing partrcular emphasrs on countnes concerning ‘which a- large

number of Vrolatrons have been detected in-addition to" countnes exportmg large amount of

’foods to: our country as'well as the member countries of the econormc parmershlp agreements

'consrdermo that the majonty of v1olat10ns reported so far conslst of violations of each 1tems of

' "Artlcle 6 of the Act that relates to- tox1c or‘hazardous substances such as mycotoxms “and.

"vrolatrons of Paragraph 2-or 3 Article 11 of the Act that relates 'to the’ standards concernmg

' resrdual acrncultural chemlcals veterlnary drugs microorganisms and addrtrves accordlno to

| Momtormq and Gurdance Plan for FY2O 1 6
Further in order to: ensure. the safety of lrnportcd beef, if it is necessary to verlfy the safety'

.measures being 1mp1emented at the productlon process in the exporting countnes the MHLW

: 'wrll drspatch eXperts to’ the: exportrng counmes to carry out on-site mvestlgauons of

ountries on May ?010 the MHLW

¢ inspections and guidance under the Imported'Foods SR




e

-working-level v_cons‘ultations and on-site V_in_spections.

3) Technlcal coopemtlon etc. C _
The MHLW and quarantine stations wﬂl promote techmcal cooperation that will contribute to

the enhancement of the monitoring systems of exporting countries through information
dissemination about the food safety regulations-of our country and through supports for the
improvement of testing techniques of those countries about residual agricultural chemicals,

mycotoxins and other substances.

(4) Promotion of sanitary control based on the HACCP
The MHLW will examine the level of the introduction of a hyglene control based on the HACCP
by the governments and producers, etc. of exporting count_n_es and at the sax_ne,_trrne, enoo_urage
importers to introduce such hygiene controls thereby promoting .safety meabdres 1n e)tpoxting
‘ countnes As for procedures to be introduced ‘c',ncemlng food 1mports ﬂ:pm fa0111t1es adoptmg
hygiene « controls based on the HACCP, the MHLW will consrder them by taking mto account a
system based.on HACCP expected to be mtroduced in Japan and in llght of the mvestxgatlon

results of the hyglene controls in exporting countnes ‘

6. Gurdance about voluntary safety controls by lmporters
Paraoraph 1, Article 8 of the Food Safety Basrc Act stlpulates that food busmess operators
including .importers, shall be responsible for taklng necessary measures to ensure f_ood‘..;s'afety. at
each stage of the food supply processes based on the recognition that th‘ey‘ bear the primary
responsibility for ensuring food safety.»’-Also, Paragraph 1, _Artic]e 3 of the Act stipulatesthztt food
usisess operators, including jmporters, are required to take ne_ccssary,mcasures under their own
responsibilities sucn vas‘the acduisition of necessary knowledge and technology, ensuring the
safety of raw materials and the implementation of voluntary inspections to ensure the safety of
unported foods. » _ v ‘
In hght of. these requlrements quarantme statlons w1ll promotc volunlary safcty controls among
‘importers throu_gb _{the.fo!loys‘/-mg gurd_ance _a}nd rneasures with an aim to prevent v1olat|ons of the

vAct before-they oceur, ..

(1) Basw guldance ior unporters : b
Quarantme statxons w111 strrve to make sure that lmpOﬂCIS have a thorough understanding of the
regulatrons on food safety as well as their resppnsxblhucs as importers such as compliance with

B statutory import . procedures inspection: systems and the standards as well as submrssxon of

: __M_egnx__)\_/hvi_le;_»from_ / VJewpomt 0 vv_he promouon of voluntary safety controls by importers,





